
CLAYTON              
NORTH CAROLINA
Unif ied Development Ordinance

 KEY PROJECT FEATURES
• A novel approach to alphabetical chapter 

and section naming
• Unique three-tiered approach to 

conditional rezoning
• Innovative tree retention requirements
• Context-based open space standards
• Comprehensive infrastructure provisions
• Incentives for preferred development 

forms

With pending completion of the final leg of Raleigh’s Outer 
Loop (I-540), Clayton has become the fastest growing city in 
Johnston County (the fastest growing county in NC).  Clayton 
has rapidly changed from a sleepy town of 7,000 in 2000 to a 
regional city of over 30,000 by 2023.  In March 2022, Clayton  
hired CodeWright to transform its development code into a 
modern, comprehensive unified development ordinance.  The 
Town’s goals for the Codify Clayton UDO project included:
• Implementation of its 2045 Comprehensive Growth Plan;
• More precise language and illustrations;
• A wider range of housing options; and
• Raising the bar for development quality.
The new UDO includes standards for 22 different zoning 
districts, 31 application procedures, 81 summary tables, and 
287 illustrations.  Public engagement on the project included a 
project web page, project brochure, 3 public forums, meetings 
with a development community focus group, 11 steering 
committee meetings over the course of the 21-month project.  
The new UDO is anticipated for adoption in November 2023.https://www.codifyclayton.com/


